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Role of the Park and 
Recreation Commission 

• Determine if the staff recommendation 
is consistent with local park plans 

• Comment on the preferred alternative 

• Comments will be forwarded to City 
Council 
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Process 

• If a Build alternative is approved, the project 
will be subject to the City’s DSUP process 
• If Alternative B is chosen, an amendment to the DSUPs are require 

in order to reconfigure Potomac Yard Park and Potomac Greens 
Park 

• WMATA plans to utilize a design-build process 
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Potomac Yard 
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Build Alternatives Considered 
(in addition to No Build Alternative) 
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Alternative B 
• Provides maximum accessibility to the 
Metrorail station 
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Alternative B 
• Provides the most transportation benefit 

• 11,300 daily trips on Metro 

• 34% daily trips using transit, walking, or bike 

• 5,000 daily auto trips removed from the road 
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Alternative B 
• Results in $1.5 billion in net revenue to the 

City over 30 years 
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Alternative B 
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Potomac Greens Park and 

Potomac Yard Park 
• Potomac Yard Park 

• City-owned park 

• Station access points would 

need to be coordinated with 

park design 

• Requires an amendment to 

DSUP to reconfigure 

Potomac Yard Park 
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GWMP/Scenic Easement 
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George Washington Memorial Parkway 
Mitigation 

• ONLY applies for Alternative B 

• Framework for a “net benefit agreement” 
between the City and NPS  

• Landscaping to screen station 

• NPS participation in station design 

• Potomac Yard height, lighting, signage protection 

• City would exchange large portion of Potomac Greens 
Park for needed NPS land 
• Puts parkland under single ownership and management 
• 1 Acre portion with the playground would remain City land 

• Stormwater management plan and improvements 

• Daingerfield Island master plan and improvements 

• Repairs and improvements to Mount Vernon Trail 

• Other benefits to GWMP 13 



Construction 
Access 

• Two construction 
access options 
evaluated: 

• Option 1 includes 
driveways connecting 
to the GWMP 

• Option 2 excludes 
driveways connecting 
to the GWMP 

• Staff recommends 
Construction Access 
Option 2 
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Construction Access & Staging 

• Construction traffic will be 
seen on City roadways for all 
Build Alternatives 

• Some construction work to 
happen outside of normal 
work hours (during 76 hour 
Metrorail outages) and single 
tracking 

• Vegetation will be removed in 
areas for construction 
access/laydown. After 
construction, will be replaced 
in-kind or better 

• Construction will result in 
temporary impacts related to 
noise, vibration, water 
resources, parkland, air 
quality, visual quality 

• NPS regulations do not 
permit construction access 
from GWMP 
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Option 1 Option 2 

• Two options 
evaluated: 
access from 
GWMP or from 
Potomac 
Greens 

• NPS regulations 
do not permit 
construction 
access from 
GWMP when 
other access is 
available 

Alternative A Alternative A Alternative B Alternative B 



Construction Access & Staging 

16 

B-CSX Design Option Alternative D 

North South North South 



Staff Recommendation 

• RPCA staff recommends the Park and 
Recreation Commission endorse the 
selection of Alternative B based on 
consistency with local park plans 
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Next Steps 
• Staff recommendation will be discussed at board, 

commission, and committee meetings in May 

• City Council public hearing: 

 Saturday, May 16, 2015 

 9:30 a.m. 

 City Council Chambers 

 Alexandria City Hall 

• Preferred alternative decision by City Council on May 20 

• Complete Final EIS (Q4 2015) 

• Record of Decision (Q1 2016) 
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Questions? 
 
For more information, visit: 
www.alexandriava.gov/PotomacYard 
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